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AUSTRALIA–AFRICA WEEK 

Statement 

HON MICHAEL MISCHIN (North Metropolitan — Deputy Leader of the Opposition) [9.45 pm]: I rise to 
inform the house of certain events today concerning Australia–Africa Week, which today entered its third day. 
This morning I had the opportunity and honour to open the 2018 Women in Leadership Forum on Australia–Africa 
Trade and Investment, which was hosted by the Chamber of Commerce and Industry of Western Australia at its 
headquarters in Hay Street. It was a gathering not only of diplomats and ministers from a variety of African nations, 
but also businesswomen—local and African—and representatives of the Australian government’s Department of 
Foreign Affairs and Trade and the like. Its purpose was to inform strategies for the greater economic independence 
and empowerment of women in African nations. It was part of a series of events being held this week in Perth as 
part of Africa Down Under that will culminate in a trade and cultural exhibition on Friday and Saturday to be held 
this week at Yagan Square. That will be a lively and informative, I think, two-day spectacle, with all the colour 
and action that one might expect from displays and performances by African artists and musicians. It will feature 
bands, traditional dance troupes, African choirs and a fashion show. That will all help inject some significant 
adrenaline rush of African culture into the Perth cultural scene. 

But it is part of a wider connection between Western Australia and the African continent. Western Australia has 
had a very longstanding connection with Africa, both in terms of trade and cultural exchange. The growing African 
diaspora in Western Australia has encouraged the formation of the Parliamentary Friends of Africa, which 
I inaugurated along with Terry Healy, MLA, the current member for Southern River. Members will have received 
some notices from the Parliamentary Friends of Africa to encourage them to join that group and participate in its 
activities. It welcomes of course, as does every parliamentary group in this Parliament, members of all political 
parties from either house. It aims to work closely with the government and with the African community in 
Western Australia to further and strengthen relations with our African citizens, prospective citizens and African 
nations. Its objects are to provide opportunities for members of Parliament to establish and strengthen relationships 
with those of African background in Western Australia and with African nations; to engage with Australian-based 
African consuls and embassies and visiting government and business leaders to further relations with their nations 
and communities; to have Africans living in Western Australia feel a welcome part of our community; to identify 
and find solutions to the challenges they face in being part of our society; and, to promote the contribution of 
Africa and the African diaspora to the Western Australian community. We propose to continue to have events, but 
this afternoon before Parliament convened there was a Parliamentary Friends of Africa event outside the 
Aboriginal People’s Room on level 2 of the Parliament House building. I am pleased to say that the office of 
Minister Hon Paul Papalia assisted with hosting and financing that event, but it also had a vast contingent attend 
of those who are participating in the Africa Down Under events this week, and it was very well received. I was 
pleased to see that notwithstanding that the Assembly is not sitting this week, at least one member of that house 
turned up and participated, apart from Terry Healy, and a number of members of this chamber made the time to 
attend, albeit the commencement of proceedings here interrupted that exercise. I think Hon Alison Xamon may 
have attended, but certainly Hon Colin Tincknell, Hon Charles Smith and Hon Robin Scott were there. I do not 
know whether I have missed out anyone else. Was Hon Kyle McGinn there? 
Hon Kyle McGinn interjected. 
Hon MICHAEL MISCHIN: No, he was not; sorry. 
A number of members turned up and I was pleased to see that. 
We hear a lot of negativity about certain groups that migrate into Australia and find it difficult to find a foothold 
in our community. Unfortunately, much of the publicity is negative when certain elements of that group happen to 
be more distinctive and are identified as troublemakers. There certainly has been some talk about problems in the 
eastern states, in Melbourne in particular, with African groups and the like. Fortunately, we have not experienced 
anything like that, and I think Western Australia tends to handle these sorts of issues of integration, if you like, 
into our community a whole lot better than some other places. The Parliamentary Friends of Africa group is 
intended to assist in that process by providing a connection between the people in this Parliament and members of 
the African community in the state. There are a number of events during which they go out of their way to enjoy 
their cultures and celebrate their culture and background. One of the most notable has been going for over 10 years 
now, and that is the Miss Africa Perth quest, which was an initiative of someone who I think is well known to 
many members in this chamber, Dr Casta Tungaraza, who is not only a distinguished academic and one of 
15 women in the Western Australian Women’s Hall of Fame, but also a great advocate for the African community. 
She works very closely with the commonwealth to develop strategies to benefit not only Africa, but also people in 
this state and Australia-wide. 



Extract from Hansard 
[COUNCIL — Tuesday, 28 August 2018] 

 p5339b-5340a 
Hon Michael Mischin 

 [2] 

I encourage members of this chamber to be involved. There are, of course, very many nations in Africa, and very 
many ethnic groups come out of that continent and try to find a place in our community to become a new generation 
of African–Australians. One of the more important features of getting to know their problems, being involved in 
the community and reaching out to them, is that we can avoid much of the isolation and alienation that has occurred 
in other places. The African community here works hard. Its members are looking to find a place in this country 
that they can call home. We need to embrace them as our fellow citizens, our neighbours and our friends, and 
I hope that the connections that may be formed through the Parliamentary Friends of Africa will be of benefit to 
not only members of the community, but also will extend the horizons of members of this Parliament. If members 
see invitations to events staged, which could involve anything from just get-togethers with members of the African 
community to meeting visiting diplomats and ministers from other countries, I encourage them to be a part of them 
and support the group. Any assistance that can be offered to Terry Healy or me would be greatly appreciated.  
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